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ÒGreat Speakers, Great DiscourseÓ

ÒInspiring, cutting edge, urbaneÓ: this is how audience members describe attending Public Forum lectures. One
of the few surviving free public lecture series in the nation, the Springfield Public Forum brings an incredible
array of nationally-known experts and commentators to the community from a range of fields, including foreign
affairs analysts, political commentators, authors, historians, scientists, journalists, environmentalists, health
experts, and economists. Their presence in our community provides educators unique opportunities to engage
their students in discussion, debate, and analysis on issues crucial to our times.

In 2008, the Springfield Public Forum celebrates its 73rd anniversary. Born from citizensÕ Òneed to knowÓ in the
midst of the Great Depression, the Forum provided an opportunity for Springfield, Massachusetts residents to
better understand the political, social, and economic issues confronting the nation and the world since its
inception. By presenting knowledgeable speakers at no cost to the public, the Forum established a precedent for
free speech and open debate that has endured in Springfield.

To learn more about the Springfield Public Forum, including information about speakers, educational resources,
and membership, please visit our website: www.springfieldpublicforum.org.

The Springfield Public Forum presents the 2008 lecture series:

Sun. 9/14 JAMES MCLURKIN - Roboticist, inventor, and winner of the 2003 Lemelson-MIT Student Prize for inventiveness for
2:00 pm his swarm robots.

ÒDances with Robots: How They Work, What They DoÓ An Interactive Investigation of Swarm Robots
Tues. 10/7 MARIA STENZEL - Photographer for National Geographic, adventurer, and specialist in Antarctica and the effects of
7:30 pm Global Warming on the artic environment.

Global Warming on Film: Photographs of the Arctic
Tues. 10/14 ROGER MUDD- Veteran Emmy Award-winning journalist and television broadcaster, and author of The Place to Be:
7:30 pm Washington, CBS, and the Glory Days of Television News.

Journalism, Today and Yesterday
Thurs. 11/13 ROB GIFFORD- NPRÕs London Bureau Chief and author of China Road, a detailed account of his 3,000 mile
7:30 pm exploration across China.

China Road: A Journey into the Future of a Rising Power
Wed. 11/19 NINA TOTENBERG- NPR award-winning Legal Affairs Correspondent and leading reporter for the groundbreaking
7:30 pm 1991 case of sexual harassment allegations against Supreme Court member.

The Supreme Court

The Springfield Public Forum would like to thank our generous sponsors:

With help from the
Springfield City Library


